— * — —ðRP gt 
ä N N 7 * * * * 
2 1 


- 


+ 


* 
barley, 
LES. 
13. 
＋ 
- my 


> 


NG 


I 


4 


1} 48 ; 
le for handfuls of 
acl, c. 

* 


* 


8 


© 


*CORRECT 


5 


* 


ye pollute my pe 


will y 
ruin To vo run 


1 


2 


F r | 
1 2 . . a 


HS 


ů—— ꝑ — — — 


ds, v. 20) 


du K. . erke 


TROK AND $0 


— 


= 


HOLBORNg 


N 
No. ras, 


- 


* 


* 


* 


L 
ONDON, 


7 


„ 


Ar 
PATERNOATER=ROW; AND MARTHA GURN 


* 


* 


— 


— ñ 


——_— 
— 


*S 


PREPACE. 


— 


| Ir the Vicar of Duffield had not called his 
production a Sermon, nor himſelf ſtood in the character 
of a Miniſier of the Goſpel, I Thould have ſpared any 
re marks thereon, but as it comes into the world in the 
motly garb of Religion and Polities with a view to urge 
(not with arguments to prove) the inſeparable connection 
of Church and State, and to abuſe Difſenters of every 
deſcription in the lump, 1 have felt concern, that a text 
of the New Teſtament, and the expreſſions of Chriſt, 
the Prince e Peace, ſhould be applied to cover a work 
which breathes a ſpirit fo contrary to 4s; and appre- 
Hending that great name is thereby d:Aoncured and that 
the Holy Scriptures are miſ/appiied, leſt any honeſt 
minds ſhould be in danger of being deceived, I am in- 
- duced to attempt pulling off the ſheep's coat, that vio- 
Tent and intolerant ſentiments may appear in their own | 
proper garb. | - 1 
As the Vicar's ſermon ſeems an eſſay to mix religion 
and politics, this reply is intended to ſeparate them, 
or ſhew the connection to be dangerous. 


The Vicar takes his text ſind the 3d chap. of Mark, 
and 24th verſe, | 


cc. Ve 3 be divided 3 againf ſelf, that as cannot | We 


fand.“ 


Ov WHICH HE BEGINS. THUS, 


6 "HE various Governments and King- | 


doms that have been brought to Ruin 


and Deſtruction by the civil and religious ant- 
moſities of their inhabitants, are ſo many me- 


lancholy proofs of this aſſertion of our bleſſed 
Saviour, that we need no other conviction of 
the truth of his obſervation in this matter.” 

It appears from the paſſage of Scripture. 
connected with the text, that the occaſion of 
this remark from our Saviour, was that re- 
proach of the Scribes, that * he caſt out devils 


by Belzebub,” The Scribes were of the eſta- 


bliſhment, like ſome in our day,—expounders 
of the law; Chriſt and his Apoſtles were 


deſpiſed, as unlearned itinerants ; « Ts not this 


the Carpenter's ſon? Is not his mother called 


Mary, and his brethren James and Joſes? &c.. 


&c. Neither Right Reverend nor Reverend— 


* How knoweth 1 this man letters having never 


learned?“ 


Thus we ſee the fame ſpirit hath the ſame. 
language in all ages. Diſtance of time, and. 
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difference of name are nothing. That which 
is born after the fleth is fleſh, John 3.—6.—and 
bringeth forth the fruits of the fleſh. —Paul in 
his Epiſtle to the Galatians, chap. iv, ver. 29, 
ſpeaking of Iſaac and Iſhmael, ſays, But as 
then, he that was born after the fleſh, perſe- 
cuted him that was born after the ſpirit, even 
ſo it is now.“ And it may be added, as it was 
in tne days of Chriſt's perſonal appearance, even 
ſo it is now, agreeable to his own declaration— 
6e If they have called the Maſter of the Houſe 
Belzebub, how much more ſhall they call 
them of "TY houſehold ?” And we find that 
perſecutions have generally been carried on, or 
ſupported by the different national eſtabliſh- 
ments: the concluſion is natural, that ſuch 
eſtabliſhments cannot be the Churches of Chriſt. 

But to return to the text, it muſt appear to 
any perſon who reads the preceding and ſubſe- 
quent verſes, that theſe expreſſions of Chriſt 
Were figurative, and not applied to any outward 
commotions ; ; but as the vicar takes no notice 
of that, and is ſilent on the real occaſion of the 
remark which is his text, 'tis likely he would 
have no objection that his audience ſhould un- 
derſtand it as if ſpoken on ſome political « o- 
caſion. 

Vet ſuppoſe it had 63 literally applied, i it 
appears to me a very unfayourable text for the 
Vicar's ſubject.—“ That a Kingdom divided 
againſt inſelf cannot ſtand,” proves the efe# 
but not the cauſe of ſuch diviſions. If it be ad- 
mitted that a Kingdom cannot exiſt when di- 
vided, is it not wiſdom in all who are friends 
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to ſuch Govern ments, to conſider what are the 
moſt likely means to prevent ſuch diviſion and 4 
avoid the conſequences ? Whatever the Vicar ] 
or any other may fuppoſe can be done by hu. | 
man policy, I am meſt inclined to join in opi- 
nion with Solomon (who was a great and wie 1 
king) that“ righteouſneſs exalteth 4 nation,” 
And if all who are called Miniſters, Paſtors, or 
Teachers of the People, were but preachers of 
righteouſneſs in their example, more good fruits 
of "their labour would be ſeen than now appear; 
and next to this, as a ſecondary means greatly 
conducing to harmony and concord, amongſt 
the ſubjetts of any Government, is, their being 
placed on an equal footing with reſpect to reli- 
cious Laberty at leaſt. I he Vicar is of another 
mind ; but when it is conſidered that he is not 
only Vicar of Duffield, but alſo Chaplain in the 
army, his great zeal for Eſtabliſhments and 
cloſe union of Church and State, is eaſily ac- 
counted for. | 
In order more clearly to diſcover whether 
the Vicar's zeal is more influenced by public 
good or private intereſt, let a government be. 
compared to a private family (whence I ap- 
prehend all government originated) What is the 
conduct of an affectionate and prudent parent | 
towards his children, either in their minority, „ 
or when arrived to years of maturity? Is not | 
the moſt likely way to enfure their affection E 
and duty to him, and harmony among them- = 
themſelves, to carry an equal hand "towards | 
them, obſerving a neceſſary diſtinction in regard | | 
to conduct, impartially : adminiftering admoni- |! 
| tion | Ii; 
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of this kind, the parent was to manifeſt ſome 


marks of peculiar favour to a part; this, 1 
thould ſuppoſe, would be opening a door for 
jealouſies, which might grow into undutiful 


murmurs and gender cod tention and Strife 
amoneſt brethren ; but how would diſaffection 


be likely to increaſe if thoſe favourite children 
had a ſeparate table and different cloathing pro- 


vided, tobe ſupported out of the labour of the reſt! 
And if this diſtinction made by the parent, ſhould 
induce thoſe children to conduct themſelves in an 


overbearing manner towards their brethren, and 


inſiſt on a conformity to their opinion, even on 
religious ſubjects, I think this muſt be in the 


full fenfe of the words, a houſe divided againſt 
itfelf, and not likely to ſtand. —T leave the % 


intereſted reader to make his own ſerious re- 
flections, how far this is analogous to national 
eſtabliſhments, or any way points out the cauſe 
of diviſions. 

ell moch on the ange ous 
effects of diviſions, but if he hints at any thing 
as a remedy tis that which he ſhould have aflign- 
ed as the cauſe, viz. enforcing confor mity to 
certain forms of worſhip. I ſhould be ſorry to 
do him injuſtice, but I cannot otherwiſe under- 


ſtand him than of the fame remedy that hath been 


tried many hundred years, and always proved 


eventually unſucceſsful. It was tried by Nebu- 


chadnezzar, when he heated the furnace ſeven 


times hotter than uſual. It was tr ied by the 
Jews, when the chief Prięſts and Phariſees "held 


à coun» 


tion or encouragement as occaſion requires ? 
But ſuppoſe, independent of any confideration 
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a council and faid, © If we let him thus alone, | 
all men will believe on him, and the Romans 


ſhall come and take away both our place and 
nation.“ How blind is a narrow, ſelfiſh policy! 


How carneſtly were they purſuing ſuch me- 


thods, as would haſten the event that they 
dreaded. Be inſtructed, O ye teachers and 
ſhepherds, and ſay not Within yourſelves, we 


are the miniſters of Chriſt. The Jews ſaid 


they were « Abraham's ſeed,” but they did not 
the works of Abraham. If then ye be the 
miniſters of Chriſt, let his ſpirit mT example, 
influence your whole conduct; for © every 
tree is known by its fruit ? 

If we contider the bloody perſecutions of 
papiſts, was not the cauſe of religion the oſten- 
lible reaſon? And was not this all done under 


eſtabliſhments ? yet how many nations have 
| thaken off the papal yoke ! What cruelties 


were practiſed in this Kingdom! yet all this 
did not prevent the increaſe of the Proteſtant 
Religion. And who could have believed, if 
experience had not proved it, that thoſe who 
had lately been the perſecuted could turn per- 


ſecutors, refuſing that Liberty to others which 
they themſelves had ſo much deſired? Or, 


are there any that can lay claim to the Chriſ- 
tian Name, who can ſuppoſe, a proteſtant per- 
| ſecution differs from a papiſt perſecution, ex- 
cept that it be more unnatural? A perſe- 
cution by Jews, or Mahometans, may admit 
of ſome palliation, becauſe they do not pro- 


feſs a belief in the doctrines of Chriſt. 
I ſhall now give a quotation from the V1- 


car's 


cat's ſermon, page 4 4: „Little more than a 
century paſt this kingdom experienced the 


ſcourge of a civil war, begun and continued for 


the ſpace of many years, by a puritanical and | 
mercileſs ſet of Reformers.” 

Now the Vicar cannot be 1gnorant what 

grievous perſecution the Diſſenters ſuffered pre- 
vious to this. Can any ſober, thinking man 
believe, that that Revolution and uſurpation 
would have taken place, if all the ſubjects of 
this realm had been allowed the free exerciſe 
of religious Liberty ? 
Oliver Cromwell, in his ſpeech to the Par. 
lament in 1654, faid, * the money in the 
nation would not have tempted men to fight 
upon ſuch an account as they have engaged, 
if they had not had hopes of Liberty, better 
than they had from Epiſcopacy, or than would 
have been afforded them from a Scottiſh Preſby- 
tery, or an Engliſh either.” And he adds, 
This I fay, is a 2 fundamental; ; it ought to be 
ſo; it is for us and the generations to come. 

Here we may ſee a conſequence of Eſta- 
bliſhments, and the union of Church and State; 
the Church was the oppreſſor, and the Prince 

the Sufferer. Thus have the antichriſtian 
Clergy in different ages, made Kings, Princes 
and Magiſtrates, as cat's paws, to effect their 
ambitious and avaricious deſigns. 

I have no doubt but thoſe expreſſions of 
Cromwell above quoted, were his genuine ſen- 
timents; but he who was ſo great a warrior 
and unconquered by the ſword, was overcome 


oy Church influence, fo as to countenance in 
one 


655 


in others: this exhibits another inconteſtable 


proof of the evil of an alliance between Church 


and State. 


If Cromwell's e of Church = 


ence on the Government of King Charles, as 


the occaſion of his troubles, ſhould not have ſuf- 


ficient weight with ſome; the ſame is confirmed 


by divers authorities. It appears that the King 


himſelf was ſenſible he had too much given 
way to the peevithneſs or avarice of ſome Ec- 
cleſiaſtics, by the following caution to his fon, 
afterwards King Charles the ſecond. _ 

__ «< Beware of exaſperating any faction, by 
the eroſſneſs and aſperity of ſome men's paſ- 
ſions and private opinions, employed by you, 
grounded only upon differences in leſſer mat- 
ters, which are but the ſkirts and ſuburbs of 
religion. Chriſtian Toleration often diſſipates 
their ſtrength, when rougher oppoſition fortifies, 


and puts the deſpiſed and oppreſſed party into 


ſuch combinations, as may moſt enable them 
do get a full revenge on thoſe they count their 
perſecutors. Take heed that outward circum- 


ſtances and formalities of religion devour not 


all.? 99 
Take heed of abetting any factions: your 
partial adhering to any one "fide, gains you not 


o great advantages! in ſome men's hearts (WhO 
are prone to be of their King's religion) as it 


loſeth you in others, who think themſelves 

and their profefſion firſt deſpiſed, then perſe- 
2uted by you.” 

Can __ mind art ſenſibility read 

B theſe 


one ſet of men What he had been laying _—_ 
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theſe expreſſions without being intereſted on 
the King's behalf, and thinking he fell a ſacri- 
fice to the union of Church and State; and that 
(whatever his failings might have been) he 
evinced more of the ſpirit of chriſtianity than 

thoſe who profeſſed to be his ſpiritual guides? 
In this reign a ſermon was preached by one 
Sibthorp, in which he declared that * ſubjects 
were puniſhable for refuſing to obey the com- 
mands of their ſovereign, even if thoſe com- 
mands were contrary to the laws of God, of 
nature, or of the nation. Manwaring affirmed, 
that the King was not obliged to obſerve the 
laws of the kingdom; but that ſubjects were 
bound in conſcience to obey him, without re- 
ſtriction, on pain of eternal damnation,” and 
was afterwards promoted to a Biſhopric. Were 
not theſe ſome of the © loyal, pious, and learn- 
ed clergy, whom the vicar laments being « dri. 
ven from the holy altars?” page 4. 1 would 
not be underſtood to ſuppoſe that all the clergy 
were arrived to the ſame pitch of iniquity, but 
have much better authority to believe them, in 
the general, very corrupt,“ than the vicar has 
to call them “ loyal or pious.” What could 
he have ſaid more to ſhame his own cloth? If 
loyalty and piety be to honour and obey the 
laws of God and of our country, ſurely theſe 
men were vice verſa, and conſequently the mi- 
* In Archbiſhop Laud's time, about an hundred godly and 
eonſcientious miniſters in Norfolk, Suffalk, Eſſex, Kent, Sur- 
ry, and other ſhires, were in one ſummer, and the moſt in 
the circuit of one viſitation, ſome filenced, ſome ſuſpended, 
ſome alſo excommunicated, and with their wives and children 


expoſed to beggary, and all calamities: Reply to relation of 
the conference, between Laud and Fiſher, page 184 
| I E 
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niſters of Satan, and their learning mu line 
been in his ſchool. _ 
But let me next. give a ſhort ſketch of that 
Rev. Father, Laud, Biſhop of London, who 
Was the King's ſpiritual director, and (if hiſto- 
rians may be credited) * ruled his conſcience 
with the moſt deſpotic ſway ; being poſſeſſed 
of this pre-eminence, he diſregarded the cla- 
mours of the people.” + While the adminiſtra- 
« tion of the Hierarchy was left to his charge, 
« he and his adherents humoured the king in 
„his high notions of the prerogative, of which 
« they refolved—to render the Eccleſiaſtical 
power altogether independent. Eccleſiaſtic 
« courts were held by the biſhops in their own 
“names, without any reference or regard to 
regal authority.“ Theſe courts kept a ſevere 
hand over the preſbyterians, and all other non- 
conformiſts to the ſuperſtitious and idolatrous 
practices that were called divine ordinances, 
tho as oppoſite. to true goſpel worſhip, as the 
falling down before Nebuchadnezzar's image. 
The Vicar further complains, page 4, that 
in the places of theſe pious and loyal clergy, 
were ſubſtituted . unprincipled and illiterate 
men, who had no other mode of ſhewi ing their 
zeal for religion, but in defacing and ruining 
our chu rches, thoſe venerable. edifices erected 
by the piety of our anceſtors.” This panegy- 
ric on the papiſts (who were the builders of thoſe 
maſshouſes, ſuperititiouſly and improperly called 
churches) clearly evinceth the Vicar's near at- 
tachment to the 1 — eſtabliſhment. 
One of theſe whom the Vicar calls fa- : 


cri- 
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| erilegions defacers 4 venerable edifices, tho! 5 a 
before the uſurpation of Cromwell, was Sher- 


field, Recorder of Saliſbury; who, with conſent 
of the veſtry, ordered ſome painted glaſs to be 
taken out of a window of St. Edmund's Church; 
where was a picture intended to repreſent God 
the Father, in the form of an old man; and 


for meddling with this Babyloniſh trumpery, 


Sherfield was fined 5o0l. in the Star Chamber: 


another proof of the effects of an alliance be- 


tween Church and State. 
But the Vicar adds p. 4 and 5, « making 


< them (the venerable elles) as ſome of the 


« Jews did the holy temple at Jeruſalem in our 
“ Saviour's time, a den of thieves by their ſa- 
6 crilegious plunders ;?* this continuing as he 
ſet out, paying little regard to the genuine ſenſe 
of the paſſage he quotes. OS 
Ide Jews were reproved by Chriſt for 
trading in the temple, and making that houſe 
which was ſo peculiarly, ordained an houſe of 
prayer, a houſe of merchandiſe—not for defac- 
ing or taking any thing from the building, 
which perhaps theſe degenerate Jews profeſſed 
as much veneration for, as the Vicar does for 


the monuments of Popiſh ſuperſtition, and with 


much better reaſon ; but by ſubſtituting gain, 
for godlineſs, they robbed tlie Almighty of his 
honour, and gave occaſion for that juſt rebuke ; 
& Tt 1s written, my houſe ſhall be called the 
houſe of prayer, but ye have made it a den of 
thieves, ey” —21—1 3, and Ark. I 1th I 554 
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E | 
0 Pei haps on a review of theſe paſſages, the 
Vicar might not only ſee that they were miſ- 
applied on the preſent occaſion, but derive ſome 
inftruction to himſelf by conſidering, whether 

he was a buyer or a teller, or a money-changer 
in the temple. 

In a note, page . Almoſt every ancient 

Church in this kingdom retains more or lets the 
marks of their puritanical | fer ocity a and outrage, 
to this very day.? 

As the Vicar's quotation of Scripture, proves 
fo ill choſen for tlie purpoſe, 1 will endeavour 
to recite a paſſage more in point. In the 
eight year of his'reign, he (King Joſiah) began 
to leck after the God of David his Father, and 
in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah 
and Jeruſalem from the high places, and the 
groves, and the carved images, and the molten 

images. And they, brake down the altars of 
Baalim in his prefence, and the images that 
were on high above them he cut down; and 
ze burnt the bones of the prietts upon the altars, 
and cleanſed Judah and Jerk 2 Chron. 
3, 4, 5. It is very probable that the prieſts of 
the High places, and of the images deſtroyed, 
Who Wen thus deprived of their revenues, 
would be ready to give King Joſiah ſome op- 
probrious epithets, as bad as * puritanical re- 


oo WE ate pas 


tormer,” and call themſelves the prieſts of the 
moſt High; but leaving them I return again to 
X Biſhop Laud, who, for his apoſtolic ſervices 


"_ tranſlated to the See of Canterbury. And 
bon now primate'of all England, he availed 
1 


elf of the near alliance of Charch and State, 


other vul 


=O, 
to iſſue a proclamation i in favour of wakes and 


ar feſtivals, which he knew, the non- 
conformiſts (much to their credit) had a great 
diſlike to, as being productive of irregularity 
and intemperance. How unworthy the f patron- 
age of a Chriſtian Biſhop! 
About this time (1734) one Prynne pub- 


liſhed a book. againſt 5 Balls and Stage-plays, 
* wherein were ſome reflections, tis ſaid, that 
40 Jeemed levelled at the King, Queen and Hier- x 
4 archy, for which the printer was fined pool. 


and the author 5000l. and ſentenced to perpe- 


« tualimpriſonment, and to loſe his ears. Theſe 
« ſevere proceedings were intended to mortify 


< the Preſbyterians, to whom Laud was a pro- 


« feſſed enemy; and ſuch was the ſpirit of in- 
tolerance that now . preyailed, 95 even the 


* Dutch and French Refugees were enjoined 


« to conform to the Engliſh worſhip ; in vain 
did they plead the privilege e granted by four 
« ſucceſſive Monarchs, in vain Jid they implore 


« the Archbiſhop' s protection.“ Thus by per- 


eon in the Church, and abuſes in the State 3 
(in which eccleſiaſtics were alſo principal ad- 


viſers) were the people ripened for the event 


that followed, The Engliſh liturgy and canons 
were alſo urged upon the Scots, until the people 


in that kingdom were provoked to rebellion ; 
but what is "the riſque of a rebellion in compa- 
riſon of the hope of a biſhopric, or even a plu- 
rality ? Therefore, ſay intereſted men,—the 
Church and State muſt be united, whatever be 
the conſequence to prince or people. 


The Vicar Pay Page 7. 9 What a va- 
66 riety 


FFF 


the puritanical Re 
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< riety of ſectaries, of hereſy and chin fro 7 
* our eſtabliſhed Church, from the apoſtolic 


e faith and practice of our pious proteſtant an- 


« ceſtors, firſt ſprung up at that time!“ The 


Vicar here recollecting himſelf, uſeth the word 


proteſtant, before anceſtors ; but thoſe his pious 


| anceſtors who built the * venerable edifices 


with all their 1 imagery, were not proteſtants; 


and to thoſe pious anceſtors, the proteſtants 
(with whom the Vicar now claims alliance) 


97 : 


were puritanieal Reformers! 
But the fact is, that as the Proteſtant Church 


of England became more corrupt, even the 


ſiſter of ( ĩdolatrous and perſecuting) Rome as 
acknowledged by her prelates,* the ſincere 


and truly religious of her members and com- 


municants Dee diſſatisfied, and had the fame 


religious ground for ſeparation, which the firſt 


proteſtants had in ſeparating from the Church of 

Rome; for if proteſtants ſuffered even unto 

na becauſe for conſcience ſake they could 
t 


conform to the ceremonies of that church, | 


* Biſhop Laud ſays, © The Roman Church and the Church 
© of England, are but two diſtin&t members of the Catholic 
« Church—a true Church in eſſence —an elder ſiſter. Apoſs 


« tolic ſhe is, as being the See of one, and hea prime Apoſtle,” 


Tofu relation of the conference between Laud and Fiſher, the 
eſuit. 
Biſhop Montague ſays, The Church of Rome is, and ever 
* was a true Church, ſince it it was a Church.” Sec his Ap- 
peal to Cæſar, p. 139. | 
Theſe are ſome of the heads of that pious and loyal Clergy, 
who the Vicar complains were driven trom the holy altars by 
Cm; but the fact is, the moſt pious 
and conſcientious of the Clergy had been previouſly driven 
from the eſtabliſhment, by theſe Romiſh miſnamed Proteſtant 


Biſhops, and their places filled with men more of their own 


Pp, or who could turn with the times. 


would 
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( 16 ) 
would rot the ſame principle ſupport the ſame 
religious teſtimony againſt corruptions in the 
Proteſtant Church ? 

But the Vicar without proof or argument; 
proceeds with declamation, page 8, that 
« theſe different modes of religious worſhip 
« ſeem only formed to burleſque the practice of 


ec the apoſtles, and inſult the divine and excel- 


ent Dom of worthip, eſtabliſhed by our na- 
< tional Church.” 


Had he firſt proved from Scripture, * the 
national Church was in the practice of the 


Apoſtles, and then ſhewn from the ſame au- 
thority, wherein any particular focieties of dif- 
ſenters differ from that practice he would have 
done ſomething ; but as the firft part might be 


a difficult taſk, and the ſecond tedious; he 
includes all under hereſy, who diſſent from an 
eſtabliſhment, as the moſt ſummary, tho'ꝰ not 


the moſt fatisfactory way of proceeding. That 
a diſſent from the eſtabliſhment is hereſy 
enough for all abuſe on diſſenters, may be {een 
page 9. 


It is indeed much to be lamented by every 
<& ſincere chriſtian, that there ſhould exiſt at 


<« this preſent time ſuch apoſtacy from the _ 


« þ/;/hed religion of this realm.“ 


Was I to: attempt a vindication of the tenets - 


of all diſſenters in a maſs, becauſe the Vicar has 
condemned them in a maſs, it would indicate 
a diſpoſition too much like his he ſays * they 


are innumerable and nameleſs,” and Ne thinks 


himſelf competent to condemn them all as he- 
reties, notwithſtanding ſome of them differ leſs 
from 


/ 


89 > - a Jy, 


n 
from him than they do n each other; but 


they have left the Eſtabliſhment,” and fo did. 


the firſt proteſtants. 


Was not the Roman Catholic religion efta-. 


liſhed, and are not all real proteſtanis apoſtates 


from that, and heretics, and would not ſuch. 


language be more conſiſtent in the mouth 
of a Romith prieſt than a proteſtant Miniſter? 

The great founder of the Chriſtian Religion 
has left us a ſtandard to try hereſy and apoſtacy, 
different from, and more certain than the Vicar's, 


viz. By their fruits ye ſboll know them 


therefore if the Vicar found a difficulty to ſup- 
port all his tenets, and to cenſure thoſe of the 
diſtenters on ſcripture authority, he might by 


comparing the fruits of the members and mi- | 
niſters of the different diſſenting ſocieties one 


with another, and the beſt of them with thoſe 
of the eſtabliſhmenr, be enabled to judge with 
more certainty, and conſequently furniſh his 
hearers and readers with ſomething more con- 
vincing for- their deciſion, on the advantage of 
Eſtabliſhments, and union of Church and State. 
But he ſays, the civil and eccleſiaſtical polity 
of this country, are ſo connected and congenial 
with each other, that men can ſcarce inſult the 
one without injuring and wounding the other.” 


Here is a confeſſion of faith, not in Chriſt 


who is the head of the true Church, but in the 
arm of civil power. Chriſt ſaid, the gates“ 


of hell ſhould not prevail againſt his Church;“ 


therefore that Church which man can prevail 
againſt is not the Church of Chriſt. 


* This appears to allude to the Councils of the ; 
_ which were ſometimes held in the gates of their citics.” 


—— =, HIRE Re. ct, 
— ene 


_ over the affairs of this world, for the well or- 


not a terror to good works, but to the evil;“ 


worſhip. 


| Cy > | 
Chriſt ſaid, « My kingdom -is not of this 
world,” John 18—36; but the civil power is 


dering of civil ſociety, and it is the duty of 
chriſtians to ſubmit thereto: * the rulers are 


they are for the puniſhment of © evil doers, and 
for the praiſe of them that. do well, for they 
bear not Nie {word in vain,” See Romans 13, 
Peter 2. Here we find a true diſtinction, and 
no connection between Church and State. 
Chriſtians owe due ſubjection to the civil 
power, in things that relate to civil ſociety; 
but in things that relate to the conſcience, they 
are the ſubſects of another kingdom, which is 
not of this world; but if any man ſhould plead 
religion or conſcience, to vindicate a conduẽt 
injurious to his neighbour, or ſubverſive of the 
order of civil ſociety, he is made manifeſt and 
nizable by the law; for every tree is known 
by its fruit, and every man is known by his 
conduct, and not by his Creeds and forms of 


It is not to be much wondered at, if amongſt | 
the various ſocieties of diſſenters (which the 
Vicar fays are © innumerable and nameleſs)” 


there ſhould be ſome ſcabby ſheep as well as in 


the Eſtabliſhment, and that many are within that 
pale I think he will not attempt to deny, and 
if it would be uncharitable and unchriſtian-like 
to condemn the whole flock, becauſe of theſe 
corrupt members (whether they be teachers or 
hearers) is it not equally ſo or more fo in the 
Vicar to condemn and abuſe all of every ſociety 
but his own? I think there are miniſters of 


the 


(91 


the eſtabliſhment who cannot approve of ſuch 
conduct, men who have more hberality, and 
not leſs underſtanding than the Vicar of Duf- 
| field, and perhaps not lefs intereſted for the 
welfare of Church and State, but leſs afraid of 
their temporal emoluments. 

As the union of Church and State i is now 
preached up as eſſential to the welfare of both, 
how came the Apoſtles and other faithful mi- 
niſters of the goſpel to omit enforcing, or even 
mentioning a ſubje& of ſuch importance? I 
think the anſwer is eaſy—while the goſpel was 
* preached freely, the aſſiſtance of the Civil 
Power was not wanted in the Church; but 
when in the dark night of apoſtacy from the 
truth, men began to make à trade of preaching, 
they faw it needful to have aſſiſtance from the 
powers of the earth, and to ſecure which more 
effectually, they have endeavoured to perſuade = 
princes and people, that Church and State have 
an eſſential connexion, than which nothing can 
be more falſe, has been ſhewn both from the 
experience of many ages, and the teſtimony of 
holy writ, if it be meant that Church of which 
Chriſt is head, for * all power in heaven and 
on earth is given unto him,” Mart, 28—18, 
and he needs no human help; but left the teſ⸗ 
timony of Chriſt ſhould be not ſufficient for 
all hy would be called Chriſtians, I will add 
the teſtimony of the prophet Iſaiah concerning 
the Church. # ] the Lord do keep it; I will 
water it every moment ; leſt any hart it, 
will I keep it night and day,” Taiah 27—3. 
*« have graven thee upon the palms of my 


hands, and by walls are continually before _ 


X ; * > GS 


2 3.55 


| Ibid $6. Here is moos to the Church ef 
Chriſt: but further. I will lay thy ſtones with 
fair colours, thy foundations with ſapphires: In 
1 righteouſneſs halt thou be eſtabliſhed ;” Iſaiah 
Ah 54, (not by human laws). But ſuch as would be 
= | accounted miniſters and officers in the Church, 
3 and abide not in the doctrine of Chriſt, have not 
this foundation to ſtand upon, they have not his 
defence and protection, and therefore they de- 
ſire to attach themſelves to the Civil Power, be- 
[| cauſe by it alone they receive and hold their 
{n= titles, honours and revenues, which Chriſt hath 
g - forbid to his miniſters. He told them his 
kingdom was not of this world, John 18— 36, 
| therefore, they that have recourſe to the powW- 
ers of the earth in the cauſe of religion, thereby 
declare that they are not the ſubjects of Chriſt's 
kingdom, nor members of his Church. 5 
« If my kingdom were of this world, then 
would my ſervants fight. John 18—36, 
Chriſt's weapons are not "carnal, and his Apoſ⸗ 
tle's weapons are not carnal, ee 2 Cor. 
10-4: But Antichriſt muſt be in oppoſi- 
tion to Chriſt, his kingdom is of this world, and 
therefore do his ſervants and miniſters fioht. 
He that putteth not into their mouths, they 
even prepare war againſt him, Micah 3—5, 


= - which they cannot do effectually without aid 
+18 from the civil power; therefore they call on 


titles, diſtinctions and poſſeſſie ions, Which can- 
not be held under Chriſt ; their views and in- 
. tereſts are carnal, and therefore their weapons 
1 are carnal. But what faith the ſame prophet 
J concerning the enemies of the Church? Thy 
e 


| | the princes of the earth to ſecure thoſe honours, 
1 
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deſtroyers, and they that made 8 id ſhall I 
go forth of thee, Iſaiah 49—17; here is ſhewn | 
that the enemies of the Church are within her, 
and not from without (thoſe. that have the 

name of Chriſt, but deny his life and power by 


an oppoſite practice) Such as theſe were com- 


plained of by the Prophet Jeremiah 23 c. v. 11. 
18 _— prophet and prieſt are prophane, yea in 

y houſe have I found their wickedneſs ſaith 
the Lord.” And as Chriſt ſaid, a man's ene- 


mies Are that of his own houſe, even 1o the 


_ worſt enemies of the Church are in the Church, 


men of corrupt minds as nominal members : it is 


therefore the work of the faithful to purge the 
Church of ſuch unclean members, by the fword 
of the ſpirit, which is the word of God, Ephe- ; 


ſians 6—17, ayd not to fill the Church by the 
ſword of the Magiſtrate, which the Vicar has 


given too much Teaſon to ſuſpe& is a method 


more congenia[” with his views. He proceeds 


page 12, If we // ee er our religion to be mu- 
tilated and corrupte 


that our Laws and Government will next fall 


a facrifice?” Laws and Government have ne- 


ver fallen a ſacrifice to religious liberty, but 
often to the want of it, a and the increaſe of 
power and ambition in the National Prieſts. 


King Charles 's teſtimony,” and ſome tranſactions 


in bis reign in ſupport of this aſſertion, and as 
the falleft refutation of the Vicar that can be 


given (he having particularly referred to that 


time) are already quoted, page 9. But the 


* of England from an early period, * fur- 


' nithes 
* In the reign of King Stephen, a rebellion was excited by 
the inſolenge of the Clergy, and we read of no puritanical Re- 


forme rs 


what can We expect, but 
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5 niches Wende reaſon to believe that there have 
ſeldom ariſen any great evils to the ſtate, where 


prieſts of the eſtablith ment have not been the 


occaſion. 


But what are we to n by ſuffer- 
ing our religion to be mutilated, &c ? Tis out 
of the power of one man, or of one Church, to 
corrupt the religion of another, What then does 
he mean by ſuftering religion to be mutilated 
and corrupted ? Not to ſuffer, muſt he to uſe 
ſore means to prevent. By religion then I 


.conclude, that the Vicar intends the forms of 


the eſtabliſhment, and by corruption, I ſup- 
poſe he means all non- conformiſts, and that 


theſe ſhould not be /u offered to worthip the 


e then. Henry the 2d had much trouble by the arro- 
gance of Becket, Biſhop of Canterbury, to whoſe ſhrine the 
king went in Penance three miles bare-foot, and was ſcourged 
with four-ſcore laſhes on his naked back, King John had 
much trouble from the intrigues of the Clergy, till at Jaſt he 
reſigned his Crown to their great Biſhop, the Pope. 

In Henry the 4th's reign, a conſpiracy was formed, in which 
the Biſhop. of Carlifle was a principal, and Maudlin a prieſt, 
was ſet up for King, but not ſucceeding, another rebellion 
was raiſed, at the head of which was the Archbiſhop of York. 
The Kiog ſeeing the Clergy ſo dangerous from their power, 
endeavoured to engage their favour, which enabled them t 
raiſe a ſevere perſecution as is thus vriefly expreſſed. 


But courts the prieſt their favour to engage, 
« Hence, Lollards felt dire perſecutions rage.“ 


The ſame Church influence operated to miſchief, jn the 


>cign of Henry the fifth, of whom *tis ſaid— 


& A vicious Prince a virtuous King became, 
« But Prieſts indulged, kept England in a flame," 


James the firſt was entertained by the ſtudents of Cam- 
bridge Univerſity with a Comedy, entitled Ignoramus, com- 
poſed with a view to ridicule the the Common Law of Eng- 
land, and flatter the King on his prerogative, as being more 
* congenial” with the . 


Almighty 


( 23 : 
Aiaughty in any other way, however more 
e with their own judgment. | 
If the Vicar can give a more favourable 
explanation of his meaning, I ſhould be glad 
to find that I am miſtaken ; but until then, 
muſt conſider it a broad bint that a repeal of 
the Toleration Act would not be unacceptable 
to him: he would then have greater ſcope for 
his zeal in ſupport of what he calls eccleſiaſti- 
cal Government, and ſuppreſſing Hereſy: what 
fines, whippinge, confiſcations, impriſonments, 
baniſhments (and perhaps the flake) might then 
be employed to make converts to chriſtianity ? 2 
Such things have been practiſed in this country, 
and the ſame diſpoſition with the fame power 
would revive them; and this is the ſpirit of 
antichriſt, whether it be a papal proteſtant, or 
in whatever church, or under whatſoever name 
it may appear; and the ſame mercenary prieſts 
that cry up Church and State, and flatter 
princes to ſecure them in their benefices and 
power, and to perſecute thoſe that refuſe to put 
into their mouths, would be as ready to depoſe 
a king who thwarted their deſigns as to oppreſs 
his ſubjects. The papiſts judge it lawful to 
compel the King (if * de but ſtrong g enough) 
to be of their Church, that he may be their en- 
vine, and this is no more than the natural con- 
ſequence, or effect of the doctrine of eſtabliſh- 
ments, and union of Church and State, for ac- 
cording to this doctrine (which is papal ortho- 
doxy) either the Church muſt be of the King's 
religion be that what it will, or the King muſt 
conform to the eſtabliſhment however contrary 
to his conſcience, ſo that in a country where 
: diſlenters 
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e are tolerated, 3 king has: not Pn 
| liberty ol a ſubject. What a ſyſtem of contention, 


is this, to be called the Church of Chriſt! It 

ſprang from Rome, and it leads to Rome with 
all her train of cruelties—Has not the Pope on 
light pretences of hereſy depoſed princes, and 
ſet up -their ſubjects againſt them; and have 


not proteſtants de poſed p princes on religious pre- 


tences, the natural conſequence of the Civil 
Power interfering with religion, and the 


Church medling with the government: | 
Chriſt has left us example and precept, to 


e render to Czſar the things that are Cæſars, 
and unto God, the things that are his; but he 
never ſaid that Cæſar ſhould make laws for 
bis Church, nor that the Church ſhould impoſe 


Creeds on Czſar—he meddled not with the 


kingdoms of this world, he * ſought not his 


own glory,” and he that would be his diſciple 
muſt follow his example—he ſaid © if any man 
will come after me, let him deny himſelf and 


take up. his croſs daily and follow me, Luke 
9—23 hb WP 
\ Hal here is a touchſtone that would try 


the foundations of both Clergy and Laity— 
members of the eſtabliſhment, and diſſenters of 
every denomination. Theſe that under a name 


of religion, are ſeeking wealth, popularity and 


power, and to be called of men Rabbi, are 
« ſeeking their own glory; and what is the 


daily croſs of thoſe ? It is that they have not 


greater preſerments and more honour ; but this 


is not the Croſs of Chriſt, ard tharetoce theſe 


are not the ſheep of Chriſt ; they neither hear 


his-voice nor follow him. 


In 


foundation either in religion or ſound policy) 
that a National Eſtabliſhment of any) 


weaken the hands of Goverument, and to in- . 
troduce corruption into the Church, which has 
begot perſecutions, and occaſioned Revolutions *% 


of Heaven and Earth (before whom « N 
nations are as a drop of a bucket,”) can neither 
be preſcribed nor prevented by human laws. 


which may yet come forward againſt the Vicar: 


England; I cannot deny it, and T am ſure 127 
will never juſtify it---And I will boldly ſay « 


Ante for cving agen 1 apps 


ent evidence ha been adduced to pr ye, 6. | | 


That a union of Church and State he * 


. 


lar form of worſhip has a natural tendency to * ; | 2 


in the State; that Chriſt's Kingdom, and the 
Kingdoms of this World are diffinct, and that 
the true Worſhip of Almighty God, the Creator 


There ſtill remains a. Cloud of Witneſſes” Þ| 


But at preſent I cloſe with earneſtly recom- 
mending to him, and to all men of a hike ſpirit, 
the ſerious conſideration of the following teſti- 
mony of Biſhop Burnet in his Apology tor the 
Church of England: 

I will not deny but many of the Diſſent- 


ters were put to great hardſhips in many parts of 3 


that if the Church of England after ſhe is got i 
out of this ſtorm, will return to hearken to the F 
peeviſhneſs of ſome Jour men, ſhe will be a ban- 
doned both of God and Man, and will ſet both. 


Heaven and Earth againſt her. 1 
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